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LAWRENCE SIDNEY SLABAUGH,
called as a witness by the Plaintiff, being first
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. LINDLAND:

Q

A

o

>

Would you please state your full name for the
record?

Lawrence'sidney Slabaugh.

What's your address Mr. Slabaugh?

(b) (6)

Anc¢ your phone number, please?

(b) (6)

As I mentioned earlier, my name is Kurt Lindland; I

fepresent the United States Environmental
Protection Agency in the action for which we are
here today. If you have any questions or if I ask
a duestion that you don't understand, say you don't
understand it and I can rephrase it for you.
Okay.
If vou need to leave for any reason let me know and
we can arrange for tﬁat as well.

If yod hear a question, you should answer the

guestion unless your attcrnev instructs vou

otherwise. OXxay?




10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

20 .

21

22

23

24

25

0

o

A

0

Uh-huh.

Will you familiar with the oath that you just took?

Yes, I am,

De you recognize that oath as binding on vou today
as it would be in a court of law?

Yes.

Have you ever been deposed before?

Never,

liave you ever testified at trial hefore?

‘No.

1'd liXe to ask
preparatidn for
Okay.

Have you spoken

you a few guestions about your

this deposition.

with anyone regarding this

deposition?
Yes, I have,
th did you speak with?
Bill Martin, my foreman, and his boss, Rbn
Schwartz.’
When I found out that I was going to be

deposed I mentioned it to them, anéd they talked to

me apbout it.

Okay. Beginning first with Mr. lMartin, what did

vou te&lk about?

4
.

ust -=- I was interested in what wouldé happen
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when I came here, you know, the mechanics of it, I
guess, and he jus£ basically told me the same thing
that Mr. Schwartz did, and that is to just, you
know, tell them what you know. Thihgs that you've
heard of and rumor type things they are probably
not interested iﬁ. Just tell them what ybﬁ know to
be a fact, and tell the truth.
Did they discuss with you any of the substance what
we would talk about today?
KHo.
You mentioned that Mr. Schwartz said the same
thing.

Did you talk about something else with
Mr. Schwartz?
Huh-uh.
Other than the procedure of this deposition?
No.
Did you speak with anyone else in preparation for
yvour deposition today?
I really cidn't do much preparing. I've -- it'é
been mentioned, you know, 5ut'I just tell you what
I kXnow, and what I don't Xnow, why I don't know.
when you say it's been mentioned, who has it bheen
menctioned bv?

well, we have a lunch room that we sit agcound the
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table and -~ we solve world problems there, and it
was pért of that -~ part of that process, but it
really was just a passing thing.
¥ho was in the lunch room with you when YOu were
discussing it, do you remember?
Not exactly, but it would be our normal gang. The
plumber, the other electrici;n, and probably a
machinist, but there again they come and they go,
you Xnow, they are getting dressed and they are in
and out of that littlé room there and this was not
a highlight dr anything. It was just =-- you know,
we were just solving world problems. f |
Okay. Do you remember whether carbon tetrachloride
was ever mentioned in the lunch room?
I don't think it was.
Do you remember whether trichloroethylene was ever
menﬁioned?
I don't remember.
Did you speak with anyone else prior to this
deposition about this case?

MR. ERMILIO: You mean other than his

attorney?

MR. LIMNDLAND: Right.

Obviously other than your attorney.

Well, ¥ don't know what level vou want to take that
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to. You XKnow, I talked with my wife about it and

teld her I was going to go give a deposition, but I

mean it was just -- not with anybody as far as any
depth. The people that I talked with -- and that
really wasn't in depth-- was Bill Martin and Ron

Schwartz.

So that was the deepest that vou talked about this?

Yes. These other guys, you know, we just talked
about "You are going for a deposition?"

And "Yeah," and then we -~ that was about it.
And that was it., Okay.  Did you prepare any
documents such as memorandums Or notes in
preparation for this deposition?
Nd. No.

Did you send'any letters to anyone?

‘No.

Did you review any cdocuments prior to coming here

Do you knoﬁ whether your attorney has reviewed your
files at Conrail in preparétion'for this
deposition?

I don't even know that.

Do you nave any doecuments other then those in vour

files at Convralil that relate teo vour job at
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Conrail?

Say that again.

Sure. I understand that you may have some files at
Cenrail that are yours, is that-right? -Recordé, do
you have them?

I Eeep -- I keep iike a notebook that.has‘—— it's
basically wiring diagrams for different equipment
that T work for because I can't remember it all,
and I have that kind of a file.

Okay.

But other than that, well, Conrail keeps any files

“as far as anything else would go.

Okay. I guess what I'm referring to is if you need
material, for example, vou need to order séme wire.
Oh. ,Okay. All righf.

Do you have those kiné of records?

Yes. That boils down to an accountant reference
number and a description of my owﬁ of the.iteﬁ thét
I'm getting, because the catalog that Conrail
provides us doesn't élways -- isn't always clear to
me what the item I would be ordéfing is. |

Okav. But it's those kinds of.records that I'ﬁ
interested in; Okay?

Uh-hun.

Or repair records. Do vou have any other records
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other than those at Conrail that you keep? For

example, do you héve a file at home?

Oh, no.

Or in your car something like that?

In fact the one that I told you about, the wiring

diagrams, are in my vehicle.

Okay. Is that the only record relating to your job

that you keep in your car?

Yes. That -- a book with phone numbers in it, that

kind of thing, but no -- no material or anything

like that;

Okay. I'd like to ask you a few questiéﬁs about

your educational background and former employment.
If vou could just-sﬁate in summary form your

education since high school.

Okav. I'm a high school graduate, and as far as

formal education after that, I did four or five

years at winat we call the Elkhart Area Career

Center.

Okay.

Night school.

Where did you go to high school?

Goshen Iligh School.

That 's Goshen,'Indiana?

{3oshen, Indieana.
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Wwhat year did you graduate?

1967.

And you started to tell me then about a career.
center? | |

Yeah. That was electronics and a welding class,
refrigeration class, that type of thing,'wbrk-
related.

You said refrigératibn class?

Uh-huh.

What what is the name of that school?

It's the Elkhart Area Career Center. Within that

career center umbrella is everything from

upholstery to cosmetics, under that umbrella.

Okay. What year was that? ‘

It wasn't all in one year, and I ddn't reméﬁber.the
exact years._ I1'é have to ~-.

Was it after 19672

Oh, yes definitely. Yes.

Was it -- okay. Did you go there right after high .
school? |

No. I worked. Well, like the refrigeration class,
I came on this B & B gang with Bill Martin in
around 1976, and that's when I saw the need for

that.
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Heating and air conditioning, I went béék to school
and did some of tHat.
Okav. So that was after 19762
Yes. I just don't remember.
Okay. That's fine.

Now, you mentioned there was a refrigeration
class. What do you ﬁean'by "refrigeration"?
You go to the class and they teach you the theories
behind refrigeration and air conditioning, and --
Dia they =-- did they teach you how to clean
refrigeration equipment?
That's - I don't remember that they did
specifically that. Iﬁ was more theory in a book,
and I don't remember if we co#e;ed that. It seems
logical that.they would have, but I don't remember.
Okay. Do you have the book still, dc you Xknow?
lio. I don't think I have the book anymcre.
Okay. Did they teach recharging refrigeration
equipment in that class; in other words, how to
recharge a refrigerator?
Yes, they covered those subjects.
Do vou remember_anything that was said relating to
recharging refriéeration?
Yot specifics anvmore. I renember the gencral --

¥You xnow, the general topics, hut not spnecifics
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necessariiy.
Did they discuss the type of material that you use
to recharge refrigeration equipment?

Are you talking about the refrigeration gases?

Right.

Well, ves. I'm not sure what you are looking for

there, but they talked about it.

Okay. Do you remember what kinds of gases;.in
other words, any brand hames?

Refrigerant 12 and Refrigerant 22 were the ones
thét we dealt with mostly.

When you say "mostly," is that s;rictly or did yod
have other ones you dealt with?

Well, I don't remember the kind of detail that you
are looking for, and 12 and 22 are in my mind the
most common. And so I'm sure that we dealt with
those, but I know that there's other gases out
there.

Okay. Did they discuss any of the hazards
associated with refrigerant material?

I have heard éo much of that hazard pros and cons
in the news that I in ny imind it's -- I don't know
where they picked up and left off.

Gkav. So you don't remember specifically whether

nazards --
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No.
(Continuing) -- were discussed in this class?
No, I de not.
Okay. Is the Elkhart Career Center still there
today? |
You bet.
Do they still have a refrigeration class there, if
you Xnow?
I don't know for a fact, but I -- I'm going to
assume. I guess I'm not supposed to do that, but I
can't imagine them not having one there.
Okay. .All right. Have you had any other classes
other thén the refrigeration class?
No.
Did. you také any other classes at the career
centeré
I took two or three years of electronics and
welding and refrigeration.
Do you reﬁember whether the handling or use of
hazardous materials was ever discussed in any of
those classes?
o, I dqn‘t believe it was. I -- not in the
context you are talking about, I don't think so.
How about in any any context?

well, nrobably under a context where they would




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q

I

15
say, you know, like in a welding class that fumes
from a galvanized pipe, if you breathe the fumes
that's poisonous, you know.

Okay.

And the training session might have bheen just
exaétly like I just talked with you about it.
Okay.

And if that's a quote-ungquote training session then
they had one, and if that's just casual
conversation transferring informétion, then we had
that. |

Okay. I would consider that a training session.
Okay. Then that was ~-- yes, we had some training-
in it.

Okay. Other than that specific instance, do you
remember any Other.discussions or training classes
relating to hazardous materials?

I kxnow that -- that it =-- no, T don't remember for
sure.

Okay. Did you have any other classes or seminars
or training other than that at the Elkhart Career
Center?

No. That's all that I was there for.

Wwhen did you first become employed after 1956772

About 10-28-68, T believe is wvhen I hired out.
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Who did you work for in 19687
I hired out and Ilworked in the locomotive shop,
and --
Is this with Conrail?
Well, Penn Central.
Locomotive job?
Yes}'diesel.house,'locomotive house, diesel shop.
What was your position iﬂ 1968; can vou answer hnow?
Electrician.
Eléctrician?
Uh-huh.
We had an individual in heré yesterday who is also
an electrician, and he described his
responsibilities as an.electrician in the engine
hpuse in that he would fix the circuit boards
and --
Uh—hﬁh.
(Continuing) -- the electronics in an engine.
Uh-huh.
Is that basically what you do?
Yeah. Back when-I'was there, there was definiteiy
eleptronics therg but not to the extent that there
is now, and they were set up more like a Motorola
Guasar TV, plug in and out, vou wnow, but we {ic

trouikleshooting and repair.
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Okay.
So I agree with what.he‘s saying pretty much.
My goal here is to not burden the recordé with
repetitive testimony that we had yesterdéy. And
what I'm interested in, though, is. what you did
that would have heen different, 1If you know
offhand, I believe that individual's name was
Mr., -- I think =--

MR. ERMILIO: Bill Hutchinson.

BY MR. LINDLAND:

Q

Hutchinson. If you know what Mr. Hutchinson's job
was, and you know that yours 1is different,'if_you

could just articulate what was different about it,

in 1968.
Réally, there -- other than the fact that I was new
and he had -- has been there longer than I have,-

and the level of troubleshooting that he would have
been expected to know and understand how to do,
would have been deeper than mine, basically it was
the same job.

I see, Okay. In 192638 are.you aware of any

cleaners used on electrical components?

Wwe used -- it came through Conrail stores and it

was called E-6Z.
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Uh-huh. And I think -- the same can said
Cleve-Tech on it. I think that's Cleve-Tech -
Okay.
I'm not sure how it all -- you know, I think that
Cleve-Tech was Cleveland Technical or something
like that, but it was on the same can.
What size cans were those, do you remember?
Like you get a -- an aerosol can of spray paint at
thé hardware store (indicatihg).
Do you know whether that haterial contained carbon
tetrachloride?
I don't believe it did.
Do you know whether it contained trichloroethylene?
I don't believe it did.
Why do you say that you don't believe that it did?
Well, some of the oldtimers that were there at the
time implied to me that in the past, they had used
carbon tet and trichloroethylene, and I'm not
saying they used it on the railroad. Some cf these
guys were Navy guys, and they indicated £hat it was
hard on the person that.was using it, and that they
dicén't use it anymore.

I just didn't pay that close of attention.
Okay. VWhen you say "oldtimers," who are you

referring to other than HMr. Hutchinson?
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Charlie Harper.
Is he still with Conrail today?
No. He's :etired a long time ago.
Does hé'liﬁe in the Elkhart area?
To the best of my knowledge, he married --
remarried and moved to ﬁlorida, I think.
I'm going to say four years ago, somethiné
like that.
Do you know where in Florida?
Don't have the foggiest.
What other oldtimers were you feferring to?
Lenny Dombrowski.
Dombrowski?
Uh-huh,
Is he with Conrail today?
No, he's --
Is retired?
Retired a 1on§ time ago, ves.
Does he live in Elkhart?
Wo, he doesn't live in [Elkhart. Dowagiac Michigan,
I think,.
o you know where Dowagiac, Michigan is, roughly?
Oh.
Is 1t near Détroit?

MG . Co north of Miles, MMichigan.
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Okay. Southwest Michigan?
Yes. Yeé. It's-?- I'm going to say, you know, 30
miles away.
I can.look at a map.

Any other oldtimers, if ybu reﬁember?
Those are the ones that would have hélped me to
xnow that.
Okgy. Now, when you said that they implied to you
that it was used, what do you mean by that?
They would say something along the lines of "This
stuif" -- vou knoﬁ, we would be cleaning something
and they would say "This stﬁff is good, bﬁt you
know, carbon tet was a lot petter, bﬁt we can't use
that, you know" or "don't use it anymore" or "don't
get it anymore."

And it was really ...
Okay. Do youuever remember them discussing the use
of carbon tet at the rail yard?
No. I don't know if their context was using it at
the railroad or in the Navy or even if they
actually, .you know, just knew that it was supposed
to be a better c¢leaner.

I just =--

Lidn't know. Okavy.

Yes.
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Are you aware of any other cleaners used on =--
well, are you aware of any othef cleaners used in
the engine house in 1965, other than what you
identified as E-63 cléaner?
There are was a cleaner that came in a 55—galldn
drum that they would use to wash locomotives with,
with a high pressure washer like a car wash.

What was -- what was in-it,.I don't have the
foggiest idea.
Okay. Did you ever see them wash the engines?
Yes, sure.
Do you remember any vapors or smells associated
with that material?
Yeah, it was hard to =-- hard to breathe around it,
50 you would just clear out.'.
Why was it hard to breathe around it? Was it kind
of like paint thinner, kiné of vapory?
No. If you would breathe it, it would jusﬁ be
uncomfortable. It didn't smell real good, and
it was just kind of uncomfortable.

ilad you ever heard of carbon tet prior to when

these guvs talked to you in 136387

No.
Jllave- you ever heard of the since then?

1

Yeah, just as =-- in talking, vou Xnow.
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In talking about what?
Just -- just =-- yéu are going to ask he probably
for specifics, and I don't remember, but it would
be a conversation like.around tHe lunchroom table,
you know, solving world problems, but I don't
remgmber specifics, but it's been menticned, sure.
Do you remember the context in which it -- in which
it was mentioned?
Not exactly, no.
In other words, was it mentioned as a cleanef,
mentioned as a hazardous material, gr both, or
something elée, maybe?
I would guess that the context was along the lines
cf we used to use carbon tet or carbon tet used to
be used as a cleaner and it's not anymore.

And --
Do you remember the dates associated with that
discussion?
No.
Do you remember when those discussions took place?
If I had to guess, I'c say'I hired out in '€3; it
would probably be hetween when I was in my
apprenticeship time, you'know, 68, '70, in through
there, you know, that time franme.

Do you remember any of the individuals who vou
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discussed that with, other than Mr. Dombrcwski and

Mr. Harper?

NHo. That would be ~-- you know, ﬁhey were both
electricians,.by the way, and -- I undoubtedly dig,
but I don'f remember any specifics.

Okay. What about the trichloroethylene; have you
ever heard that term befdre?

I've heard it before.

If you cou;d describe ﬁhe nature surroundihg how
you've heard.it.

I heard it because my father-in-law mentioned it to

m_é .
Oh, vyes?

He usec to bhe a -- he's,retired, but he was a --
worked in the maintenance department at a company
in Goshen cailed Jéhnson Contréls, or at that time
I guess it was Penn Controis; lie mentioned that.
What did ~- oh, okay. First of all, when dicd he-
mention that?

I'm going to put it in the time frame of my early
apprenticeship there.

Okavy.

'68, '70, in tnrough there.

Do you remenmber what he mentioned? I mean --

Just that that was something that was -- that was
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used,

When he was at Johnson Controls?

No, not necessarily.

Just something that he used?

Just something that he was aware of that was used.
Do you remember why you were talking to him about
trichloroethylene?

I -- well, that would have been mentioned in
passing. I used him as a source to teach me

things. He had worked in the maintenance field

and was very knowledgeable -- is very
knowledgeablé.

50 he is a -- he's an electrician as well, is

that --

No. He is -- I don't know what his title was. He

was.over theif maintenance department, but he

was ~- he could do it all.

Okay. So He was just -- you wquld talk to him
about general knowledge stuff?

Yes, If there was something that I didn't
understand, although he wasn't connected with the
railroad, why, he was a very knowledgeable person,
Do you remember whether he talked about
trichloroethylene as a cleaner?

I don't rememher.
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Do you remember hearing trithoroethylene mentioned
after that discuséion at any time? |

No. Not unless it would have been on the news or
something like that, but ...

So between today and roﬁghly 1968 to the early
seQenﬁies, you haven't heard trichloroethylene
mentioned?

Not to my recollection., That's -- that's a pretty
long time, and a lot of years and a lot of
conversations in there, but I dbn't remember
anything special.

Okay. Do you'remember whether your father-in-law
mentioned trichloroethylene with respect to the
rail yard?z

Oh, no.

It wasn't related to that at all?

No. .

How long-did_you work in. the engine house beginning
19687

From '68 to '76, 1 believe is theltime frame.

And during that time, did YOur responsipilities
change in the engine house, or were yoﬁ pretty much
like a troubleshooter I guess as you have dgscribed
it?

Yes, pretty much just a troubleshooter.
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Now, without again going over more information that
we already have béséd upon Mr. Iutchinson's
testimony, when you say “ﬁroubleshooting," you mean
you would be called in to solve a problem, specific
p;oblem that somebody else could not fix, 1is that
accurate?

Not entirely. I don't want to be repetitive here,

too, but I want to make sure that we understand.

‘Sure.

When there's a seﬁ of engines going to be taken out
and put on a train, those engines are coupled
together ahd what they call mule the engines so
that electrically they work as a team. You have to
go through and do all the things that you have to
do to make that happen. And then you test your
work.

That's the bread and butter of what's going
on there.
Okay.
Now, the engineer has a sheet that when he has a
defect or sdmetﬁihg that doesn't work right on the
engine, he wfites it up on that sheet, and if you
are not making these hookups, they call them, then
vou would fill in your time by going - and

troubleshooting that loccmotive.
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Okay. I understand.

Okay.
Just to clarify again.

That's fine., Thank you.

27

Okay. So you were basically a troubleshocter

until 19762

Uh-huh.

And what happened then in 19767

I went to the B & B Department. That's Bill
Martin's debartment.

Because I coula get better days off.

Okay. What were you as a B & B employee? 1In other

words, what was your title?

Electrician. Eiect;ician.

Do you remember who your supervisor was in 15767
My foreman was a fellow by the name of John
Dinehart.

When you'say "supervisor," I'm thinking of
fellow that would be over him. Bill Bunting.
Bunting?

I believe.
Is Hr. Bunting still with Conrail today?
HO . He's -- |

Is he ratireag?
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Yes, he's retired -- I don't know how long.
Is he in Elkhart?.
No. He was -~ he was =-- his location, his work
location was in Chicago.
He was your supervisor even though he was in
Chicago?
Well, my foreman -- we might be tangled up on terms
here, but my foremén was John Dinehart.
Okay. He was your immediate supervisor?
Yes.
Okay that's what I'm interested in.
Yes, John Dinehart.
Okay. Was Mr. Dinehart -- okay. Strike that,

-Briefly again, without burdeniﬁg the record,
pased on testimony we had yesterday by
Mr. Hutchinson, as an electrician in the B & B
bDepartment, he testified that he was respdnsible
for general maintenance of electrical cdmpohents in
the building and structures in the yard.

Is that the same as your position since 197672
Since '76, yeé.
All right. Since l976lhave your responsibilities
changed?
Only in that I fill Bill MMartin's vacancy when he's

on vacation.
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Okay. Now, you said that basically your
responsibilities are the same. Although you
mentioned earlier that you attended a refrigeration

class because your job at Conrail was related to

-that?

Uh=huh.

An@ Mr. Hutchinson testified yesterday that he éid
not really have any responsibilities for
refrigeration.

Uh—huﬁ.

Is that accurate?

Yes, pretty much.

Ckay. Do you have more experience with
refrigeration at Conrail?

Yes. Yes.

Could vou describe to me your responsibilities
associated with the refrigerating equipment?
Basically the responsibiiity would be -- first, if
your air conditioning déesn't work, you would call

my boss, and at that point he would look for

'

sonebody, a qualified individual to go look at it
and do what's neecded to fix it.

Okay. .Are.refrigerants stored at Conrail?

Yes. Yes.

And where are they stered?
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Boy, I better béck up. They haﬁe been stored in
the past. I mighﬁ be assuming ;hat they are
storing some ﬁow and they are not.

Okay. Where were they stored in the past?
Okay.  Out behind our shop is a semi trailer with
material in it.

Okay.

And I am not talking -- I'm talking a 30-pound
containef of it, that type of thing, but you can go
through 30 pqunds of refrigeration and be out of
it.

30 pounds, you say?

Yes, it's a container that holds 30 pounds.

What kiné of container are you talking about?
It's steel.

Is it like a propane tank?

Wwell, it -~ yes, like for -- that you'cd see on a
small travel trailer, in that ballpark, smaller
than that.

Are you responsible for recharging refrigerated
cars?

No.

Who is responSible for -that?

To my knowledge it's neveyr been done in Elkhart.

I'a golina to =-- I <don't know.
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Going back to the air conditioning refrigerants,
how do you recharge an air conditioner with
refrigerants?
The mechanics of it?

Right.

"The gas got away somewhere, so you find how it got

out, repair that, and then you vacuum all the air
out of the system and then recharge it with the
correct amount of refrigerant, correct type and
amount.
Approximately how much refrigerant do you go
through in a month?
That 's ‘really hard to say. I'm going to guess that
in a year's time we would go through two 30-pound
containers of it.
Okay.
It's hard to say.
Right,. I understand that.

Are there any common trade names of
refrigerants that are used?
Freon 12, Freon 22.
Freon 127?
Uh-huh.
lave Qou ever used Freon 107

Not to wy knowledge. There's not anything on
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the --
What is Freon 10, do you know?
I've never heard of it until just now.
Okay. Have you ever heard of any other kind of
Freon?
Yes. 502 I think there is.
And what is 502 used for?
I know that it's in certain ice maéhines, ice
maxing machinés.
Is there an ice making machine at the Conréil-rail
yard?
Yes. A 1lot of them.
Do you use Freon 502 in them?
i think there's one or two that have it;—
And then you recharge -- you recharge those then, I
presume?
I édon't believe they have ever had gas‘added to
them, I think it's just on the label there that

tells vou.

If yvou gdidn't recharge them, is there anybody else

who would?

Yes. There's a fellow by the name of Ralph Holconb
that does some work like that.

No you know who the manufacturer of Preon 12 and

-~
;

2 187

(3]

Mreon




™
L.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q

A

A

Pt

33

I think it says DuPont on the tank.
Do you know whethér -- strike that.

Are you familiar with a material safety data
sheet?
Uh-huh.
Do you know whether those Freon 12 and Freon 22
have material data safety sheets?
I'm sure they do.
Do you know whether they are kept in the B & B
buildings? |
I don't believe that they are;
Do you know whether they are kept at Conrail?
I'm trying to remember just where) bﬁt someplace I
saw a nofice that said that they have én M¥DS sheet
for everything that we use, and if you -- if you
have any specific questions about it, you can call
a number that was on that sheet, and they would
make you a photocopy ané get it to you or answer
your questions.
Do you'remember what the Area Code for that number
was?
No.
Do vou know -- do you remeimber Qhether it was in
Pennsylvania or RElkhart?

I believe it was in Dearborn, but I don't know what
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the numbers are.
Do you know whether there's an individual-in
Dearborn whose responsibility for managing the
MFDS's? |
No.
You don't remember the name on that ﬁotice thatlyou
recall?
No.
Did Conrail use any other refrigerants other than
Freon 22 and Freon 12 that you know of?
Not that I know of.
Are you familiar with *chlorinated solvents," that
term?
Not really familiar with it.
Are you familiar with the term "solvents"?
Yes,.
Are you familiar with any spills of Freon 22 or
Freon 12 or releases?
When .-- when we go to an air conditioning system
;hat's not working and it's not working because
there's no gas left in it, it went somewhere, SO
under those conte#ts, I would say vyes.
Okay. So --
That's a release.

Bv the fact -- based on the fact +hat there is no
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refrigerant in the unit when there was before --
Uh-huh.

(Continuing) -- you are saying that there was a
release because there isn't any in it?

Yes, it went somewhere.

Okay. IWhat about any releases from the tanks that
you've ideptified, the 30-pound tanks?

th that I am aware of.

Whét about duriﬁg filling: are you aware of any
spills that occﬁrréd?

Now, here again, I'm not sure at what level you are
talking about that, but when you charge a system,
you don't want any air in there, and then this.
little hose that goes between your can and the
system has air in it, so you turn the gas on and
get jusﬁ a little push out the end of it.

To clean the air out of the line?

To clean the air out of it, and then you put it on

the system and that's a release if you want to get

technical about it.

see.

.-

Sc¢ that, you know --
That's okay.
But that's a -- I mean that -- I cdon't Xnow how --

how particular you are wanting to be, but that's a
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release, but it's sure not much of a oﬁe.
Are you familiar'With any other releases other than
those? |
Other than jhst systems that havé been, you know,
édamaged in some way and released it, you know, but
that's all.
How'are systems damaged?
Psssht. 1I've seen them with bullet holes in themn.
My speculation at this point would be that this
operator, whoever occupied that office, was
unpopular with the person that put the bulle; hole
in tne air conditioner and now he's hotter than
heck whén he used to be cool.

But that's specula;ion.
HoQ many times have you found bu11e£ holes in the
alr conditioning units?
Normally it's a window air conditioner, and I'm
going to guess at six.
Since 19767
Yes. And I Letter -- I better say that some of
those holes could have béeﬁ punched in there with
scmething besides a bullet, some sharp objec;.

But some of them I'm sure weré with a bullet.
iicw do you know that they were from a bullet? Did

somepody tell vou that?
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I don't know that. I don't know that.

Have you ever found a bullet in one?

I've seen holes that looked to my untrained eye
like.a bullet, énd the unit would be upon a second

floor sticking out a window where somebody had to

'be really good to get up there at it, you know.

But it may not have been. I don't know that.
Are you aware of any other accidents to where
refrigerant has been lost?
Nothing comes to my miné right now. Nothing comes
to my mind.

There may have been, but I just dén't
remember,
Okay. 1If something does come to yvour mind
throughout the remainder of the afternoon, if you
could just mention that.
Okay. |
Say "I remember something."

That would_be great.
Yes.
Are you aware of .any refrigerated cars involved in
any accidents out at the site?
No. When I was at the engine house, we were kind
of in our own little world there. And now that I°

in the other -~ the B & B Department, we do get

Rt
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around and about, but like at a derailment we are
there after the cieanup usually to shine lights for
the Track Department, and we don't even do fhat
anymore.

No, I'm not aware.
Okavy. I'm.speaking specifically now about
refrigerateé cars.
No.
If there wasla spill of this refrigerant material,
would you have documented that in any way?
No, probably not.
Would anybody have documented it?
I doubt it.
Are losses of materials usually documented; that
is, losses of paint or something else used in the

B & B building?

To my knowledge normally not.

Okay. What do you mean by "normally"?

I know of material that comes up missing, and a lot
of times you'll find out that some other department
on the railroad needed it for something, and it's
just accepted you don't hold up a millions of
dollars worth of freight for a couple of hours to
go to a hardware store for something when vou can

snap a lock off of a door and g2t what you need out




LY

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39

of there what you need to run tha; train.

So that sorﬁ of thing goes on. Usually it's
one departmént taking from another one, so over a
period of time you get kind of used to that kind of
thing.

But I do -- and I don‘t renember dateé, but I
can remember when Conrail police would be involved
with something that was --.thatldidn't fit into
ﬁhat context.

What do you mean by that? There was somebody stole
something?
Yes. You know, there would be something -- the

last thing that comes to my mind, and I don't

remember when, but it was recently -- well, I ~-

and here again, I'm dealing with what I heard. I'm
not firsthand. But there were some floormats.
There was a large quantities of floormats bought
for use around the yard, and they wound up missing,
and the police were involved with that, and they
recovered them, I.think. |

Were you aware of any incidences like that with the
floormats.reéarding liquids, paint or paint thinner
or refrigerants? Those are just examples, but ...
There again, we are talking quite a few years, bhut

no major things.
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Okay. How about minor?

Yes, that kind of thing goes on all the time --
well, I shouldn't -- here's what I'm thinking:

Like back at the engine house,.yqu would have a
half a gallon can of -~ or a half a spray can of -
cleaner thap YOu were going to use, and you set it
on the running board of the engine, went in to take
a leak, and you came back and it was gone.

~That kiné of thing.

Okay. So material is misplaced or lost on a

regular basis?

Well, it happens. I don't want to say regular,
but =-- but it's npt -- I don't know if I woulq use
the word "misplaced."”

You know, just like the running board there,
you probably look down there ané ydu'will probably
find another electrician that took your half a can
because he didn't feel like gbing to his locker to
get his.

He's not necessarily trying to try to hide it
from you. He might use twd squirts and use yours
and wmight eVén bring it back in five minutes.

That type of thing. |
Would people go hetween departments? For example,.

vwould somebody from the car shep come over to
Y P
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get --
Oh, you bhetcha.
Come over to get cleaner and things like.that?
Sure. I'm not saying just cleanefs. I'm saying
material in general.
Everything?
Yes, shopping around --
So in fact that material may be used at one Qime in
one loqatiOn doesn't mean it won't move to another
location?
It happens.
Okay. Are you familiar witﬁ the purchasing
procedures at Conrail? Iﬁ other words, if you want
to buy some refrigerant, how would you buy it?
Up until recently -- I'm going to say the last
yvear -- when we wanted an item there's a stack of
catalogs literally_that high (indicating), qnd
there will be an accountant reference number and a
short description of that item, and then you would
use that -- take that information and put it on an
order blank, and that's the part I'm familiar with.
Okay.
It disappears into the paper mill after that point
and that's 1it,

What stock number would a purchase of refrigerant
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have been charged to? In other words, I am
familiar with stock numbers ranging from 1 through
50.

I couldn't even tell you.

Without looking at the catalog?

Yes. I would have to try and find it.
Does stock No. 47 mean anything to you?

The 47 account, I recognize it as one of those 50

account numbers that -- or I think I recognize it.

Do you remember what material falls within accouﬁt
477

No. See, I've never.done a whole lot of that.
I've done some, but not enough to have it
memorized.

Okay.

But there again, in the very beginning of the.
catalog it.would tell you.

Okay. Again, you are not familiar with any
refrigerants associated with rail cars, is that
right?

No. To my knowledge it's ﬁever been done in
Elkhart.

Okay. Do you use any cleaners in the B & B
Department.?

Yes.




r
Lo

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

PA

43

what cleaners do you use?

We use a cleaner on our air compressors.

Do you know what kind of cleaner it is?

No. I know it's a cleaner that we put on a
compreésor, yvou know, and rinse it off with water,
and =--

Was that in 19767?

No, no., This is, you know, recently.

Now?

Yes.

What about 1976; did you use any cleanérs then?
They had to, but the machinists normally would be
the.one that would clean it. And -

Do you know who the machinist was in 19767

I believe that would have been a man that;s retired
now by the name of Harvey Manderfeld.

Harvey Manderfell?

M-a-n-d-e-r-f-e-1-d, I believe.

Is he 1in Elkﬁart?

lie did live in Elkhgrt, and to the hest of ny
knowledge, he still does. |

Okay. Can you think of any other machinists in
1276 who worked in the B & B -- br worked on
ecuipment used in the B & B Department?

I thnink he was the only one,
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what about other material used in 19762 For
example, any othef powders or liquids; can you
remember them?

The only powder I can think of is a ciay that they
used to clean up oil spills, and I -- I don't
remember any -- anything other special.

Okay,

I know that they had to use some, but I don't
remember what it was.

Whét about paint thinners; do you remember any
paint thinners?

They had to use something, but I don't remecmber
what,_you knoh, what they used.

And you said now there's a cleaner that's used on
the air compressors, right?

Yes.

Is it étored in a 55-gallon drum?

Ho. We buy it from State Chemiﬁal.

Is that in Elkhart?

That's from a salesmén that comes around, and I
think it's South .Behd, but I ...

Okay. Do vyou know.what that material is? TJIs it
l1ike volatile or a soap or --

NO . I -- I don't Know what it is. I know that the

salesman that sells it to us, "It's safe for
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everything. You could take a bath in it if you
wvanted to."

I'm exaggerating, but everyone that we seem
to come in contact with nowadays 'is so
environmental concerned that, you know, when a
salesman comes in, you get a little leery almost of
all this, but anyway, 1 don't know what -- you
know, the particulars of it.

Right.
But it's supposed to be safe'stuff.

All right. How long have you used it?

. It's just been recently, because -- I'm going to

say within the last year.

What did you use before that?

I really would have to gﬁess at that point;

Is that because you didn't -- you weren't
responsible-for'cleaning the eguipment, or you just
didn't pay attention?

Well, here -- let me tell you what my guess is. I

think that they went to the engine house and got

their soap solution or whatever, their cleaner that
they got in their 55-gallon drums. I think they
came down and got some of that, and like a gallon

used that to c¢lean their compressor with,
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But I'm not really a hundred percent sure, but that
would be ny guess,

Is there anything else that you buy from State

~Chemical?

Yes. We buy spray electrical cleaner.

I think -- |
wWhat kind of electrical cleaner do you use?
Well, there again, it's an electrical/electronic
cleaner, and I don't know their brand name oif it or
what the content 1is.
But that comes from State Chemical?
Yes.
Are you famiiiar with Mid-City Supply?
Uh-huh.
Do you use any materials from Mid-City Supply?
Yes. - Yes.
Wwhat do you use?
I know we use plumbing fittings that we buy from
them.
Okay. I'm speaking now just liguids.
Okay. I'wm going to haVe td say I don't rémember.
Do you know who would know other than Bill Martin?
If Bili Martin diédn't remember and i didn't, ﬁﬁey
would just have to find a record, you know,

somewhers cf it.
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Okay. Are you aware of any special handling
procedures associéted with any materials used by
B & B emplovees?

I believe that there's a drain cleaner that they
use that has some special handling on it, but...
Is that like Drain-0 would be?

That type of thing, yes.

You mentioned there's an electrical cleaner that

you buyv from State Chemical?

- Uh-huh.

In 1976 where did you buy your electrical cleaner

from, do you know?

Okay. There's a change that's taken place in her
in the last year. Prior to that time we would
buy =-- we would look this number up in our -- in

this accountant reference number catalog, and we
would fill this order out and we would send it in

and something would show up.

That went through Cdnrail purchasing.

Do you remembef what account nunmber you would use
for electrical cleaner?

No.

Lo you remember what the last account number you

]

used for electrical c¢cleancr is?

47

e
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No. I just don't remembér any of that.

If you could see one of those cétalogs you
could see that each and every time you look a
number up it's a new and exciting challenge.
Okay. What.kind of container dié that electrical
cleaner come in?
That was that E-63 stuff.
In 19687
Yes. That from my =-- even in '68.when I hired out
that's what I remember us using.
Was it E-767?
It was E-63 and it was that Cleve-Tech. It said
Cleve-Tech on the can and it was E-63 in big

letters on it.

"All right. Are you familiar with any trial runs or

experimentations with new cleaners'or solvents iﬂ
the B & B Départment?
No. Ho.

I started to explain that now we can buy
things with what they call a small value, ané that
happened about a year ago.

Okay. I understahd, again, to not burden the
reccrd with repetitive deposition testimony, I
understand that you can now go out and purchasa

things from Mic~Citv Supply or local vendors of
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material?
Yes. But that opened up a whole new range of
things.
OCkay. What kind of authority is required for
somebody to go out and bhuy that stuff?
There has to be an authorized.signature on that.

form, and that -- in order to have your name put on

there as an authorized signature, I think there was

another form that you signed, that would =-- kind of
like your checking accounts.

Okay. Is Bill Martin the authorized signatory?
He's one of the authorized signatures, yes.

Okay. Are you aware of anyone bringing =-- or uéing
material at the B &_B Department that was not
obtained through an authorized signature or through
the shop Purchasing Department?

Through an authorized.-- no.

In other words, is it common for people to bring
material from their home?

No. Not --

And use it at Conrail?

Huh~uh.

Do you xnow of that ever happening?

Not material. -Sometimes equipinent.

wWnat kind of equipment?
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An example would be I brought an air compressor,
gasoline-powered air compressor, a little portaﬁle
paint-your-house type of thing, when we needed one
for cleaning some air conditioning equipment. And
I brought it in and took it home with me that
night,

But that's -- that just doésn't happen. But
I can't say it never happens.
Okay. Have you ever hearc¢ of a hazardous substance
survey form?
No.
Are you familiar with anvy spills_of liquids at the
rail yard since you have.worked there? And I
realize we are talking about a lot of years, so if
you would like to think about it in like betweén.
'63 and '76 first and then '76 to the present,
that's fine.
The only spills'that come to my mind when you ask
that questidn, there's two but you can read about
thexm in the paper, and that'g what I Know most of
it from, 'is that they had an o0il spill from the
main line fuel pad.
And when was that, do you remember?

It was in the newspaper, but I don't rememher the

~date.
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Seventies, eighties, nineties?
Oh, no. I'mlgoing to say '89.
Okay.
It was in the Elkhart newspaper.
Ckay.  I'm familiar with in a spill and we havé.
heard testimony in the past on that spill.
Okay.
So again to avoid burdening‘the record we won'ﬁ
discuss that.

You did identify another spill.
Okay.
Which one was that?
There was a tank éar, I think the newspaper said it
had chlorine ih it, and that was within thét I'm
going to say 89-90 time frame in there.

But that was in the newspaper, too, and I --
Okay. Do you remember whether that was a licuig?
(wWwitness shook head.)
You don't know the S§ecifics?
MO, |
Do you know whether that was caused by a puncﬁure
in the tank car?
I thinX it was, yes. I think the tank car was
éunctured.

T thiinx.
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Do you remember any other spills prior to 19892
There would be at the engine house they would spill
diesel fuel from time to time from an overfill on
an enqgine.

By an overfill of the engihe you mean they would be
filling up the engine with fuel; it would overflow
and they would shut it off?

Yes.

And my understanding 'is there is a drain sort of
system where it would drain in?

fes.

Okay. Are you familiar with any other spills of
material?

No.

You mentioned that your job in the B & B Department
requires that you travel éround the yard anc¢ fix
various.eieétriéal-components?

Uh-huh."

In your travels as it weré, had you ever seen a
55-gallon drum?

Oh, yes. Reavens, vyes.

Ckay. Have vou seen a lot of them? Ancd by "a.lot”
I mean more than 20.

Yes.

Po vou know where exactly you've seen them?
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The store house.
Do.you know what ﬁhey contain?
No. There would be that -- that accountant
reference on there that you could take it and go in
the cat#log and look it up, but I've never --
All right., What about in 19762 I am interested in
I guess now like from '76 to '80. Do you remember
seeing any 55;gallon drums?
Yes. Yes;
Other than at the car shop?
I have seen -- yes, I've seen 55j§allon drums of --
well, I don't know what. And maySe nothing. But
there's a dump site area in the yard there.
And where is that?

(Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1

marked for identification.)

Handing you what's been marked as the

Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1, do you recognize that

diagram?

Uh-huh.

What do you recognize thié'diagram as?.

well, it's an aerial view of the Elkhart Yard..

Is that the Elkhart Conrail rail yard?

Can vou identify on this diagram the location of
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- that burial area?

Yes, pretty mﬁch.

If you would just make an "X" with my pen on it,
that would be helpful.

(Witness complies.)

okay. And approximately how many drums have you
seen tﬁere?

i'm going to say ten.

Do you know what they contained?

Sometimes they were just people's trash barrels.
You could see that it was half full of junk or
trash, you Xnow, burning.trash type of thing, and
they.would just bring it there and throw 1t in the
land -~ or ouf lanafill. |

From?

Home, I think.

So these are possibly drums from outside of
Conrail?

I always assumed that they were from Conrail.
Okay.

Excent for like ﬁhat (indicéting),-but .o s

Do you have ény idea from where within Conrail
those drums would come from?

pHo. A lot of peopnle -- vou wnow, all departiments

ned thelr material came from drums.
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Do you remember what year you remember seeing those

drums there?

This would be over a time frame from the day I
hired éut until -- there was a point in time when
they quit using that dump.

Do you remember when that point in time was?

Wot exactly. I'm going to -~ I'm going to say '88.
So between -- |

'89.

(Continuing) =-- 1976 and 1988 you remember seeing
drums in that area?

Uh-huh.

Do you remember what color the drums were?

No.

Do you remember anyone discussing the nature of the
material in those drums or where or why those drums
are there?

No. Like I say, I know some of them were people's
trash barrels because you could -~-

See the trash?

Yes.

Were these drums ultimately buried?

Oh, yes. I'm sure they were.

So to best the hest of vour knbwledge those drums

re bhuriec?

m

are still out there but thewv
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Probably, yes.
Do you know whether there's been any =-- strike
that.

Are you aware of any o;hef drums other than
those in the yard? You mentioned that you saw some
at the Purchasing Department?

At the store house, yes.
At the store'hbuse? I'm sorry.

They have rows of them.

Other than the store house and the area in the vard

that you've identified on the Plaintiff's Exhibit
No. 1 with an "X," can you think of any othér place
where you've seen.drums in the yard?

Uh~huh.

And where would that be?

Along this receiving yard here (indicating).

For the.record, the deponent is referring to the
southéast corner of square 2-A7?

I héve.seen 55-gallon drums on a skid set along
those vards.

Along these tracks there?

Yes.

In the receiving vard?

~Uh-huh.

Do you ever any icdea wnhat those drums contain?

m
D
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They always told me it was journal oil for.the car
men . The:car men.would £fill their oil cans up from
these drums and put them in their cars.
Do you remember what color thoée drums are?
I could guess. -
Only if you know.
I don't know for sure{
Oxay. Approximately how many drums do you remember
seeing there?
I believe there with four of them on each pallet,
and I'm going to say 12.
And what year do you remember seeing those there,
approximately?
I don't -- it would just he a guesé.

Seems to me that they only had them there for

what as best as I can recall is a year or two that

. they did it that way.

Is that the seventies or eighties, or --

No. I'm going to say it was '87, '388.

Okay.

Maybe 1ater.than that. I_feally don't remember.
Do you Xnow whéther these drums.were useé for
anything other than journal o0il?

Mmo. And I just --.T doﬁft a@aven XKnow that they had

journal oil in them.
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I understand. You don't know for sure they were
used for journal bil, but that's what you imagine?
Just as I would drive by and would look and from
what people told me.

Okay.  Is there anyplace glse that you would see
55-gallon drums out there? I quSS-again, you

can -- if you want to break it up into time
periods, thatfs fine.

I see.them around the engine house stored inside.
What year are you referring to?

Well, I think that there's some there today. You
know, I think that they have got a —-- some of their
liguids ever since I can remember in 55-gallon
drums there.

Can you think of any 55-gallon drums you've seen in
thé yard othef than the ones you‘ve.identified
between 1976 and 19807

No. HNo, other than -- no. 'That's it.

Okay. The ones you identified in the engine house,
what color are those or were those?

There again, I would have to guess.

Only if you know.

I don't know.

Do vou know.what theyv contained?

I think some of them had that soap vhat I referred
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Okay.

Or cleaner.

Okay. Now, I understand there were 55-gallon drums
of that cleaner or soap and fuel o0il and lube dil
in the engine houée?

I'm sure that there is.

Are you aware of 55-gallon drums of anything other

‘than those three substances kept in the engine

house or around the engine house?

Other than -- no, I think that -- you said engine
0il or something like that, but I think there's a
variety of -- fuel o0il and lube o0il, but I think
that pretty well covers it.

And there's no othér loqétion in the yard you can
think of where you've seen 55-gallon drums since
1968, 1is that right?

Besides the car shop and the engihe house, that --
I think that's about it.

You mentioned there were somé drums out at tne car
shop. What color were those drumé,-do you
remember? |

The ones that I was referring to, the store house

Q

|8}

repartment is on the west end of the car shop.

[

Kay. Soc the store house drums are the same as the
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car shop drums?
Yes.
Okay. 1 understand.

What kind of waste is generateé in the B & B

N

Department? And by "waste" I mean liquid waste.

I guess basically the only thing that comes to my
mind would be used air compressor oil.

And what is done with that o0il, do you know?

They usually -;_they have a couple of options.
They can run it through the o0il/water separator;
and then there's a company that picks it un. They
can also -- the Track Department have these -- I'm
going to guess at 300-gallon tanks that they use --
use motor oil in for their equipment and we can
just add it to theirs.

That's above ground tanks?

Yes. They are diked.

Oxay. Do you know where that_other compressor oil
comes from?

A couple different places.

If you just give me the brand names, that would be

fine. If vou know them.

‘One of them comes from Ingersol Rand, and it's a

synthetic coolant call Ultra Cooling, I bheliave,.

3,

Okay. And the other?
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Comes through company stores, and it's just a 28 --

20 weight motor oil.

. Okay.

And I couldn't tell you a brand.
All right. Can you think of any other waste
material other than that air compressor oil?
As far as liquid waste goes, no, I don't think so.
I think that's got most of it that I can think of.
Do you use'a ~- strike ﬁﬁat.

Do you use the PVC at all; polyvinyl chloride
piping?
Pipe?
Yes.
Yes, sure.
Do you use a cleaner for that pipe?
Uh-huh.
What Xind of cleaner is that, do~you know?
It's whaﬁever Mid-City Supply sells to us.

It's aﬁstandard cleaner, but I couldn't tell
you any farther than that.
Okay. Are yéu aware of any.other cleaners like
that material used by B & B employees?
Hot that I can recall right offhandg.
We heard some testimony earlier regarding the

lifter pumps assoclated with drainage system,
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and -- or the septic system, I guess?
Okay.
And during that testimony, we know -- or based on

that deposition, we know that the motors. are
generally repiaced.

Is that your khowledge -- I mean is that
your understanding.of how lifter pumps are
maintained?

Yes, but I don't necessarily agree with that. I

would say half the time they are replaced.

Okay. Are they repaired other tiﬁes?

Uh-huh.

And who repairs them?

There's an electrical motor repair shop called
Motor Electric in Elkhart, Indiana, and they -- we
take it in and give it to.them and pick it up, you
know, later and it's rewound or whatever..

Are those motors ever cleaned out at Elkhart?

Ho.

You just basically take the motor out and send it
to the --

Yes.

(Continuing) -- electronic repair place and they
bring it bhack?

@an it -- I mean other than TSust wining it

-

=

Yes. i m

(
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down 'with a rég, you know, but the motors I'm
talking about now are not éubmerged. You kncw,
the pump is 15 feet long for tﬁe whole assembly.
Yes. Are you familiar with the use of electrical

cleaners in the yaréd anywhere other than in the

engine house?

Well, we use that electronic cleaner in our
department, spray can, aercsol cans of it.
And you use that in all the buildings?

No. It's something that you carry along with you.

One of the places we use it is when we work on a --

most of our heating equipment is o0il fired, and
periodiéally you need fo.disassemble.it and clean
it, and it's an oily stUff, and we spray that
equipment. We use that electronic cleaner as a
cleaner to clean that equipment.

That's a solvent sort of cleaner?

Yes. 1It's a nozzle assembly. You can hold it in
your hand (indicating).

And you just.spray it down with this ahd thén wipc
it off?

Uh-huh.

Okay.  When you are done with a can of thgt stuff,
co you just throw it in the garbhage?

Dh-nuh.
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The area that you've identified on Plaintiff's
Exhibit No. 1 witH an "X" where you saw drums of
material with garbage in them, is it possible that
cans of this material would have been thrown in
there?

Yeah, I would say it was poséible.

Okay. Are you familiar with a Safety Clean parts
wésher?

I know where I thihk'one of what you are talking
about is, ves. -

And where is that located?

At the retarder towef or CRO tower.

Do you know whether it's ﬁsed?

I'm sure it ié.'

Do you know who uses it?

The C and S people.

Who would be able to tell me.more about the
retarders -- or about that piece of machinery?
Their supervisor.

Is that Mr. Bureau?

Lan Burrell could tell you.

Burrell? |

I'mm sure.

Okay. Why do they need one, do you kKnow?

-

I can give you ny version of why they need one.
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Okay.
The equipment thaﬁ they work on, the switch
machines themselves are -- the gears inside of them
are lubricated, and they need to clean'tﬁat before
they would reassemble it, so they can inspect it.
And do those switch machines normally get greasy?
I think that they —-- that they lubricate these
gears that are inside that machine on purpose.
I see.
And so that they --
So it's to clean the lubricant off?
Yes,
Do vou know how long they héve used this?.
I don't remember it being in there except for the
last year or two.
Okay. How long has Mr. Bureau been with Conrail,
do you know =-- or Burréil; I'm sorryé_
i don't know. I =-- I cdon't know.
Okay. Is there any other machinefy you use in the
B & B'Department that requires cleaning?
Are you thinking along the lines of like that
aerosol where we would clean a relay and an air
conditioner, that kind of thingf

Y

8]

) e

Yes, from time to time they would have me tc do
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that kind of thing.
Anc¢ what kind of ﬁachinery would you clean that
way?
It would be a relay in an air conditioner,
something like that.
It's my understanding that you use this stuff on-a
fairly regular basis?
Uh=huh.
This cleaner..

About how much would you go through in a
month or a week, whatever is more accurate?
It goes in spurts, and I'm going to say two cans a
month on the average for a year.
That's vourself?
Yes.
And how many electricians are theré in the Elkxhart
yard, do you know?
Well, our department has five. There's
electricians in the engine house.
Do you know how many?
I cdon't Xnow, no.
More than ten?
Probhably ten is a pretty good figure.
Okay. Any other electricians?

NMo. Not in the vard thnere.
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Okay.
There's one at thé main line fuel pad, an
electrician.

An electrician?

. Yes,

Do you know what that individual's name is?

I think he just got off that job. His hame is
Lloyd Cole.

Do you know how long Mr. Cole has been with
Conrail?

Nearly as long as I have. I'm going to say since

1 1970.

Do vou know how long he has been at the Elkhart
vyards?

He's always worked in the --

Okay-.

At the yard.

And he's also responsible for electrical

maintenance?

That pafticular job with the main line fuel pad, he

gets into chénging sand hqées and more tﬁan just
electrical maintenance there.

Okay..

Some plumbing, that type of thing.

Is there a lot of maintenance that occurs at that




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

b2l

D

68
main line fuel pad?
Uh-huh.

How long has been tne main line fuel pad been

there, do vou know?

That was constructed in -- I'm going to say '89,
something like that. 'E8, '89.
Okay.
It's new.
Okay. I may have asked you this question before.
You identified two spills that you remember at the
Elkhart Yard. Can you remember any more?

Spills of liquid.
No.
Any spills in the B & B building?
No.
Can you remember seeing any stained soil in vyour
travels working on various eclectrical components
in other buildings?
Around the engine house you see stained soil.
And that's from fuel o0il or something like that?
Yes.,
Anything other than that?

Not rignt offhand.

L+
1)
t
21}
=
ql
V]
=

Well, ves. I see soine arounda the

tower, T thinik.
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What kind of staining do you remember seeing
there?
It was just different colored soil.
Was it darker, lighter?
It was just a different color;
Ckay. Was it a large stain or --
No. I think it was =-- you know, almost put your
arms around.it, that kind of thing (indicating).
Okay. What year was this, do Qou remember? -
No. I just -- it's just something that I believe i
can remember seeing around there.
Approximately seventies, eighties, nineties?
I1'é say éighties.
Early eighties?
I really don't -- I just, you know, remember seeing
the so0il look a little different around there, anc

T ==
Is it still stéined, do you know?
I've got an idea if you went and looked you would
still find it there, vyes.

'MR. LINDLAND: Okay. I have no further

guestions.
MR. ROSSWURM: Mr. Slabaugh, my name is
T

Glenn Rosswurm and I'm local ccunsel for

Conreil, one of the Defendants in this case.
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I just have a few brief guestions for you.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. ROSSWURM:

Q

A

£J

I believe you stated you started working at the
Elkhart Yard in 1968 for Penn Cenﬁral,.is that.
correct?

Uh~-huh.

During your first three yeafs on the job were you

aware of or did you have any knowledge of any

"spills at all in the yard? Did you hear about

anything 5r know about any spills at all?

No.

Okéy. Did you.know a maﬁ named Claude Bruton
during that time?

No. I didn't.. I didn't, no.

Have you ever heard of him? -

No. The name doesn't really ring a bell, to tell
you the truth.

Okay. Do you know Ted Berkshire?

I have to answer the same for that name, too.
Okay. -Are you familiar wiﬁh the general layout of
the tracks ét the Elkxhart Yard?

Yes, In general.

OCRay. Do vou know approximately where Track 69 is

located in the vard?
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A Uh-huh.

Since your tenure began at the Elkhart Yard in

Q
1968, are you aware of any changes involving the
layout of the tracks or in particular Track 6972
A No.

MR. ROSSWURM: That's everything I have,
Thank you.

MR. LINDLAND: I have one more question,

REDIRECT EX MINATION

BY MR. LINDLAHD:

0 Regarding the stain that you were just talking
about, do you remember any vapors Or smell
associated with the area around.the stain?

A Huh-uh. |

Q Do you have any idea what the material is that the

soil is stained with?

A Any answer I would give you would just be a guess.
G How about a best guess?
A Probably grease. They grease the retarders, and I

would just guess that it's, you know, grease .that
got on the ground,and -

Q Okay. Is it near where the retarders are locatecd?
Is that the basis for your -~

A Yeg, it's out in that area.

MR. LINMDLAWD: Okey. I have no furtier
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questions. However, we do reserve the right
to re-examiﬁe in witness subject to the
production of any documents identified in
this deposition.

MR. ERMILIO: I have no questions.

(Deposition concluded at 1:35 p.m.)

Lawrence Sidney Slabaugh

. SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before
me this day of K
A.D., 199%2.

Notary Public, tate of Indiana
County of Residence:
liy Commission Expires:
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| CERTiFICATE
i, Richaré L. Holle, a Notary Public in and
for the County of St. Joseph and State of Indiana,
dﬁly authorized to administer oathsf céo hereby'
certify there appeared before me at the said time
and place.LAWRENCE SIDNEY SLABAUGH, who was first

duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth,

‘and nothing but the truth in response to guestions

propounded at the taking of the foregoing
deposition in the foregoing cause.

‘I further cértify that I reported in machine
shorthand (Xscribe) the testimony so given and thgt
it was then reduéed to typewriting under my
superviéion; that the foregoing typewritten
transcript is a true and accurate record thereof.

I further certify that deposition was read and
signed in tﬁe presence of a duly authorized officer
by the deponent.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set mny
hand and affixed my notarial seal this _ cay of

r A.D., 1982.

Richard L. Holle, CSRK, CD
Notary Puhlic, State of Indiana
Residence: St. Joseph Countvy
My Corunission RExpires 2-22-%5






